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ideal of an Eastern Pact.1 At the same time, the presumptive evidence
for the sincerity of this apparent renunciation of Herr Hitler's
avowed dreams of conquest in Eastern Europe was distinctly
weaker than the corresponding evidence for the sincerity of his
renunciation of territorial ambitions vis-a-vis France; and indeed,
down to the time of writing in May 1935, no explicit renunciation of
the eastern policy of Mein Kampf had been made public. In any
case, in 1934, French suspicions of Germany's designs in the east were
unallayed; and, whether these suspicions were reasonable or un-
reasonable, they undoubtedly produced a profound and perhaps
decisive effect upon French policy.

Nor, if the danger of an eastward expansion of Germany were
serious, could the French be blamed for taking it tragically. For,
after all, the means by which Prussia had ensured her military
superiority over France in 1870-1 had been through the previous
establishment of a Prussian hegemony over the whole of Germany up
to the frontiers of Austria. Suppose that Bismarck's work in the
seventh decade of the nineteenth century were to be emulated in the
fourth or fifth decade of the twentieth century by Herr Hitler on a
vaster scale; suppose that the hegemony of an internally consolidated
'Third Eeich5 were now to be extended over the 'successor-states' of
the Hapsburg Monarchy and the Romanov Empire in Central and
Eastern Europe: how would France be able to deal with a neighbour
who would then have swollen into a Power of three or four times the
calibre of France herself? A Germany whose domain stretched from
the Saar and the Rhine to the Black Sea coast of the Ukraine and the
White Sea coast of Karelia would dwarf and overshadow France so
completely that she might be able to dictate to her without needing
to go to war with her, and to dispose of all her resources without
needing to annex any of her territory. This was the nightmare that
tormented French imaginations in 1934.2

1  The Franco-Russian project for an Eastern Pact, and the German counter-
proposals, -will be dealt with in the Survey for 1935.

2  The same anxiety was -weighing upon Italian minds in a lesser degree,
whereas the English, characteristically, were still succeeding in shutting their
eyes to the fact that they were in the same "boat as the Italians and the French.
The actual strategic position of Great Britain over against the resurgent mili-
tary power of Germany was indeed quite as perilous as that of France and per-
haps rather more perilous than that of Italy; for the Channel might prove to he
not an appreciably better defence against a German attack by land than were
the new fortifications along the eastern frontiers of France and Belgium, while
London was as dangerously exposed as Paris, and more dangerously than Kome
or even than Milan, to a German attack from the air. In an age when air-power
appeared to be superseding sea-power as the decisive factor in warfare, moun-
tain-ranges seemed likely to become more effective than straits as strategic